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Dear friends in Christ, 
 
Our first month together has been filled with movements of the Spirit.  
I see that when parishioners and friends gather together to study, to 
sing, to visit those who are sick, to create new ways to pass on our 
faith, to gather as a vestry both to make plans and to pray for one 
another.  It has also included movements in our physical space, 
cleaning out much used spaces and even furniture moving as we 
ready the parish house for the fall program of Christian Formation 
and Social Hour Fellowship. 
 
Allow me to say it is a real blessing for me to have taken up this work 
as Interim Rector.  Many of you have said it is a blessing for me to 

have been here so that I was available to do the work.  Well, we seem to have a two-way blessing 
going, for which I give happy thanks.  The clergy position here that I fill temporarily is a half-time 
one.  That was the parishôs understanding with Fr. Bob, and it is my understanding with you. 
 
The office hours I am experimenting with are Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays.  Our fine 
secretary Terri Allendorf will be the usual phone answerer, and she will pass on calls to me as 
requested.  I do carry my cell phone almost all the time, and you are welcome to use it for urgent 
contact as well as more generally when you do not find me in the office.  That number is 773-255-
9251. 
 
In September I will be working with several people to plan our Sunday gathering on October 3

rd
.  

Please do make every attempt to be part of the day.  Discernment ï that is, figuring out Godôs will 
for us ï goes  on all the time, of course.  It goes on for us as individual people of faith, and it goes 
on for congregations.  October 3

rd
 will be an important beginning time for the very intentional 

discernment that goes on in an interim time. 
 
Tony and I will be gone for a week in September.  While I am gone another priest you know, The 
Rev. Dr. Paula Barker will celebrate and preach on the Sunday.  Paula and her husband have a 
home in Hanover and plan to spend more time in Galena this year. 
 
Along with enjoying the blessings of serving here, I must admit to times of feeling completely 
overwhelmed as well.  I think I was more retired than I realize.  Do have patience as I get into the 
rhythm of work again. 
 
Faithfully, 
 

Linda+ 
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September Birthdays 

 

3 Tom Van Gelder 

8 Levon Jackman 

21 Dorothy Haman 

25 William Bookless 

30 Gary David 

 
*If your birthday is not listed, please contact 
the church office.  

Whatõs Next? 

Vision Meeting October 3  

 

On October 3 we will meet in Turner Hall for 
Sunday Eucharist and table conversation to 
begin the visioning process that is the 
essential first step in calling a new rector 
into the fold of our congregation. Before we 
can articulate the particular qualities and 

gifts we seek in a new spiritual leader, we must first take an 
intentional and thoughtful look at whom and what we areéand, 
eventually, who and what we hope to beéso that we can 
collectively and collaboratively develop a foundation on which to 
build the next stage of our search process. 
 
In preparation for our gathering, I am asking each of you to look 
carefully at our current Mission Statement: Our mission is to 
learn, teach, and live Godôs Word, uniting in a growing 
family of faith and sacramental tradition, and actively 
including and loving all .  Where do you see yourself in the 
context of the statement?  Does it reflect who we are and what 
we want to be as the community of faith known as Grace 
Church?  Your answers, your thoughts, and your questions will 
form the basis of our small group conversations at each stage of 
the visioning process. 
 
Throughout we will acknowledge and honor the presence of the 
Holy Spirit among us. Through Godôs grace and by Godôs grace 
we will make this journey, and we are guided every step of the 
way when we are mindful of Godôs presence among us. 
 
Please trust that you will be provided with all the necessary 
details regarding our October Sunday gathering. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Rob 

Not Just a Name Change!  

 

You may begin to notice that you no longer 
hear ñcoffee houròò bandied about at 
Grace.  The reason for that is important.  
In an effort to switch the purpose for 
meeting in the Parish House after church 
from FOOD to FELLOWSHIP, the 
committee has changed the name of the 
activity that follows church to the SOCIAL 
HOUR.  There will be coffee and a finger 
food that people can munch on while 
walking around and chatting with old 
friends and meeting and making new 
friends.  Wonderful meals are still a treat 
and appreciated, but they are not 
expected.  Letôs focus on making Grace 
church the most welcoming church around 
by being SOCIAL! 

 

 

 

 

 
The Grace Choir and Friends, a group of 38 voices, 
will gift us all with their yearly concert on Saturday, 
Oct. 23 at 7:30 PM and Sunday, Oct. 24 at 3:00 
PM. The concert this year is titled Music for a 
While .  If you canôt make either concert date, the 
final rehearsal, open to the public, will be at 7:00 
PM on Friday night, Oct. 22   Plan on attending; 
you wonôt want to miss it! 

Blessing 

of the 

Animals 
 

Saturday, October 2 

9 AM 

Parish House Garden 

All Animals Welcome! 
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Please join us for  

Fellowship 

& 

Muffin Madness!  
In the Parish Hall following 

Sunday Eucharist on  

September 12  
(prepared for you by the folks in 

EfM)  

Grace Arts Council 
News 

 
Group Meets to Explore the Poetry of 
Emily Dickinson 
 
Love Emily Dickenson?  Donôt know 
anything about her or poetry, but are 
i n t e r es t ed  i n  b ec o m i n g  m o r e 
knowledgeable?  Either way, you are a 
perfect candidate to join this discussion 
group.  Carol Poston, a new member of 
Grace, will be the convener.  She asks that 
you bring a poem of Emilyôs that you have 
found and come to Carmen Fergusonôs (900 
Alexander St.) on Monday, Aug 30 at 3 pm 
ready to question, listen and enjoy.  Please 
let Carmen know if you will be attending.  
 

River of Creation 
 
The members and friends of Grace are asked 
to consider the theme, River of Creation, for 
an art showing in November.  Interested 
participants may translate that theme in 
writing, music, or the visual arts.  Begin 
thinking now!  
 

Arts Council Meeting 
 
The Episcopal Arts council will hold their 
regular meeting Wednesday, Sept. 15 at 5:00 
at the Parish House.  Anyone interested is 
invited to attend. Please bring a dish to pass.  
The meeting will end promptly at 6:45.  

Nzara Mission Support:  

 

As discussed in our Congregational Meeting of 
August 15, to assure the tax exemption on any 
donation to the NôZara Mission please make 
your checks payable to ñGrace Episcopal 
Churchò with a notation of ñNôZaraò.  Your 
contributions help fulfill our Outreach 
commitment to NôZara. 

Green Notes  
Need new, simple ideas to 

further cut your carbon 

footprint?  Here are some that 

are easy to do! I wasnôt doing 

these. If you are reducing your 

environmental impact some 

simple way, let us know! 
 

Return wire hangers to the dry cleaner.  Did 

you know that more than 3.5 billion hangers are 

put in landfills yearly?  That adds up to 200 

million tons of steel that could be used for 

something else. 

Set your home page on your computer to 

ecosearch.org, a search engine that supplies 

Google results.  Why?  This site donates all its 

per-click ad profits to eco-groups like the Sierra 

Club and the National Resource Defense 

Council. 

Leave a bar of soap by the sink! Liquid soap 

comes in nonrenewable plastic containers.  If 

you substitute one bottle with a bar in each U.S. 

would keep 2.5 million pounds of plastic out of 

landfills.  
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News From Fr. Bob & Karen  

Editors Note  

 
The last time we heard from Fr. Bob and Karen was Aug. 5, 
when we received an e-mail.  I am going to take the liberty of 
summarizing it here to let people without e-mail know what is 
happening.  This is the last and only e-mail we have received. 
 
Fr. Bob and Karen arrived in Kampala, which is the capital of 
Uganda.  They were living with 15 people, including Fr. 
Samuelôs children and church officials.  It was crowded and 
noisy.  Father Bob was having trouble finding a quiet place for 
prayers, meditation and Bible reading.  They have purchased 
many important items:  A four ton 2002 Isuzu dump truck for 
hauling building materials, two electric generators, and 2 
cement block making machines.  The purpose for the truck and 
cement block machines is to allow volunteers to build 
permanent buildings. Also purchased were 22 footballs (which 
in the U.S. would be called soccer balls), three nets, six 
volleyballs and 12 whistles were purchased with the hope of 
building a youth football league among the parishes. Also 
purchased were household items like toilet paper and slotted 
spoons, as well as food items like pasta and spices. Also 
purchased were a small refrigerator and 2 fans (made useful by 
the purchase of the generators), 2 kerosene burners which will 
replace charcoal in cooking, and a bed and other furniture for 
the house where they will be staying. 
 
They planned to leave on Aug. 7th for a three or four day trip to 
Nzara.  Then they planned to go to Yambio to purchase 52 
bikes for the clergy of the diocese to use.  Because of the 
generosity of the people of Iowa and Illinois, they were able to 
also buy 2 brand new very rugged motor bikes.   They will be 
used in order to organize volunteers and the building projects.  
He ended by saying ñWe put an entire diocese on wheels and 
have revolutionized their lives and opportunities to further to 
work of our Lord God among all the people of this area.ò 
 
If you have been unable to read the entire article, which is 
certainly much more interesting than this summary, and would 
like to, please call me at 815-777-2469, and I will make sure 
you receive the full article. 

Resurrection  
Garden Update:  

The Vestry has agreed to expand the 
Resurrection Garden by 13 plots.  
Please call or see the Rector or Senior 
Warden for details. 

Vestry Notes  

 

The Vestry held its first meeting with our 
Interim Rector, Linda Packard, this 
month.  Linda explained how she will operate 
as the  Interim Rector and what she expects 
from the Laity.   
 
The Vestry discussed a number of issues that 
are of interest to the congregation.  In the 
Parish House, we will place abrasive strips on 
the steps so as not to detract from the 
refinishing job.  We will put runners in the 
downstairs and upstairs hallways.   
 
The Vestry agreed on the proposed plan to 
expand the plots in Resurrection Garden by 
one row.  We have received estimates for both 
the Church and Parish House re-roofing.  It will 
cost around $18,000.00 for the project.   
 
The St. Francis Room is going to be renovated 
to become a library, with bookcases, new 
curtains and a new AV stand.  We will be 
putting in a new telephone system up in the 
offices.   
 
We have filled the organist/pianist position with 
Patti Giggerich who will begin her duties on 
October 27th.   
 
Finally, we are changing the after church get-
together from ñCoffee Hourò to ñSocial 
Hourò.  This change is geared to take the 
emphasis off of ñfoodò and more on socializing 
with each other. 
 
Submitted By: 
Dave Mikelson, Clerk 
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Episcopedlers on the Roll  

Editors Note  

 

The Pedlars of Grace Church and friends have 
taken a few bike rides this summer, but the heat 
and busy schedules have played havoc with our 
schedule. I have heard some comments that you 
are afraid to come with us for fear that we are too 
athletic!  Take another look at Al and me on 
Sunday- do we look like Lance Armstrong and his 
little cutie? No! There is someone who will ride 
with you at whatever is your rate of speed.  And, 
the reason we travel to ride is because we find 
FLAT trails- this is something everyone can do! 
Mark you calendars for upcoming rides: 
 

Sept. 5, 1:30- Meet under the bridge to 
Wisconsin for a leisurely ride along the 
riverfront in Dubuque.  That was the site of the 
last ride, and it was so fun, that those who 
participated want to do it again. 

 
Sept. 19, Location will be determined by those 
interested. 

 
Save the date:  Our big overnight outing to the 

Root River Valley has been changed to Oct. 17! 

It was set for the 3rd, but we have a church 

meeting that day.  Also, we are hoping that the 

leaves will be a show by then.  Let Cathie or Al 

know if you interested so that we can get this 

planned.  

It is the policy of the Christian Connection to not print obituaries.  They can be 

read in the newspaper and usually are read by most of us at the memorial service.  

But Bevôs obituary in the Gazette only mentioned her family, and few of us were 

able to attend the service for her in Evanston.  So I have taken the liberty of 

breaking the rules, and including material gleaned from the Gazette, the memorial 

service, and Jacquie Dyrke, a Galena friend of Bevôs who attended the service in 

Evanston. It doesnôt seem fair that Bevôs wonderful life not be honored by an 

obituary. 

 

EVANSTON, Ill.-Joan Beverly (Kirby) Kamps, 86, of Evanston, Ill., 

formerly of Galena, Ill., passed away Saturday, July 3, 2010.  She suffered 

a brain hemorrhage following a fall. 

 

Joan Beverly Kamps was born on Nov. 16, 1923.  She was the middle 

child of Goldie Breyn, a potential concert pianist and Joseph Kirby, an 

Irish tenor.  After graduating from high school, she worked as a secretary 

for a paper company, her first secretarial job that led to her executive 

secretary position at the Skokie Chamber of Commerce.  She worked 

there 35 years, until she retired. 

 

Being raised in a vaudevillian family, Bev participated in all things 

musical- church choirs- here in Galena, she was one of the founding 

tenors of the Grace choir-and Sweet Adelines.  After retiring, Bev 

rekindled her love of poetry and writing by publishing her works in 

magazines. The Dubuque Area Writers Guild published Bevôs poems in 

an anthology entitled ñGallery.ò  She encouraged other poets and writers 

in the Galena Writers Guild as well.  She had time to develop her artistic 

tendencies by doing ñline drawings and illustrating articles she had 

written.ò  Her oil paintings reflected her love of florals, wildlife and 

children.  She was a very active volunteer.  She was named a life member 

of the Galena Artists Guild because of all of her years of volunteering as 

well as serving on the board of directors.  She was on the board of the 

Galena Cultural Arts Alliance from its conception.  She was also on the 

board of the Grace Arts Council, and representative for Grace at the 

United Churches of Galena. She freely volunteered her time whenever 

asked as she found it hard to say no. Every year, she worked as a tour 

guide for the House Walk, which benefited the Galena/Jo Daviess 

Historical Museum.  She volunteered at the Hello Galena Gallery operated 

by the Galena Cultural Arts Alliance. She managed to do all this and still 

maintain a beautiful garden every summer. The garden was her pride and 

joy! 

 

She was the beloved wife of the late Herbert George Kamps; mother of 

Judith Artwick and Janis (Michael) Eckert; grandmother of Elizabeth 

(Eric Vichnick) Artwick, Lindsay (Peter) Stavros, Eric Eckert, Jacob 

(Jennifer) Eckert and Morgan Eckert; beloved great-grandmother of Ian, 

Wilson, River and Edward; and caring aunt to many nieces and nephews. 

 

A memorial service was held at 4 p.m., Tuesday, July 20, 2010 at the First 

United Methodist Church in Evanston.  A memorial service organized by 

her many friends here in Galena was held Aug.26 at the Elkôs club.    

Visit us 
on our  

Website  
www.gracegalena.org 


